
Future SEAC meetings topics 2017-18 
school year 
 Who works as District leadership for the district 

areas?  What are the steps for me to voice 
concerns?  Who? 

 How continuing ed decisions are made and 
funded. 

 Inclusion – what it looks like for a child in their 
neighborhood school. 

 How does Jeffco SPED support teachers and 
providers in neighborhood schools rather than 
center programs? 

 Adaptive sports for all ages and how to get 
involved. 

 Extended school year—why is regression the only 
measurement for qualification? 

IEPs 
 What if my child needs more than academic support? 

 District resources never seemed to materialize. 

 When can I call an IEP meeting? 

 What proof needs to be provided to add new 
services/increase minutes? 

 Are there safeguards for parents of students with 
IEP’s? 

 Separate elementary, middle, and high school 
information. 

 Why does the Special Ed eligibility determination 
take so long? 

 What if I do not agree with the proposed IEP? 

 Do the schools or Special Ed have different levels of 
Special Ed for the student? 

 What is the Special Ed plan to get the child caught 
up to grade level when behind? 

 Clarity about IEP changes after age six.  Why is 
another meeting/IEP required? 

 How do you address the “resource constraint” 
excuse while ensuring that they receive the 
education they are legally owed? 

 How do we hold schools and admin accountable to 
IEP expectations?    

 What is the philosophy of service delivery?  What if 
the IEP doesn’t reflect the services delivered? 

 Encourage communication before the meeting so 
process can start before meeting itself. 

 Who do I speak to if I have never received progress 
reports? 

 Who to ask for printed materials if the answer is “it’s 
not in the budget?” 

 What info is available to build a proper IEP including 
the language? 

 IEP checklist – what to expect at an IEP, what input 
do parents have. 

 How do I manage the best support for my child if the 
school-based provider (ST, or PT, or OT) is not 
supporting my child as they should? 

 How much detail should IEP have? 

 How are the new graduation standards affecting 
IEPs? 

 How can parents with a child on an IEP find 
appropriate programs/schools and who do we work 
with when school setting is not working for the child? 

 Do I as a parent have a voice in the IEP process? 

 How to schedule IEP meetings before the new 
school year.  Month in does not help. 

 Escalation process when IEP concerns exist. 

 How do I advocate for a para just for my child? 

 Who can share the documented progress/regression 
and when is this shared with parents? 

 I want to know why they put such limitations on time 
for a child on an IEP. 

 I wish someone explained the importance of the IEP, 
that I need to keep the paperwork organized. 

 Parents are equal members under the law but we 
often needto advocate to make it a reality. 

 How can parents be truly involved in their child’s 
placement when they transition between levels? 

Discipline and students with IEPs 
 When problems at school arise and school isn’t 

resolving, is there an outside help resource? 

 Clear policies/steps for admin to take when child 
gets into trouble.  Not just the suspension check-
list – could check with Special Ed team before 
making rash/quick decision – admin check/know 
IEP before making decisions. 

 What if the case manager humiliates my child or 
says bad things about me as a parent in front of 
my child? 

 If your kiddo is a wonderer, how is this issue han-
dled? 

 What process is available to support special need 
kids in regards to bullying? 

 Not all principals are trained in appropriate disci-
pline methods.  When this happens the SPED 
partner needs to be looped in. 

 Alternatives to suspension. 

 My daughter with an IEP is being recommended 
for expulsion. What should I do? 

IDEA – Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act 
 How does Special Ed teach the child to overcome 

their disability, i.e. ADD/ADHD? 

 How is Jeffco addressing the new standard 
adopted in Endrew F vs. Douglas County? 

 How do small schools compare to large schools 
as far as support and numbers? 

 What if administration is not supportive following 
IEP accommodation? 

 Why isn’t there a condensed/layman version of the 
parent’s rights? 

 What happens during an evaluation? 

 What is the difference between Section 504 and 
IDEA? 

 What does “FAPE” guarantee my child? 

 What are the major principles of Special Education 
law? 



Center Programs 
 At the IEP meeting, the team determined my son 

needs a Center Program.  What is that? 

 How do I get proper supports for my child at his/her 
neighborhood school rather than a Center Program? 

 Why does it take so long for the District to determine 
placement in a center-based program?   

 Location and criteria for placement.  Without that 
parents are NOT equal members 

 Is there a website just for special ed? What programs 
available, who do I contact to find out about 
programs? 

 If my child is in a center, how is busing handled?  
What is the District policy for time on the bus? 

 At what point is my child sent to a Center Program? 

 Who is available to assist with tricky transitions? 

 How do I know my child is in a center-based program 
will  get enough time in the general ed setting.  How 
can we be sure their time in each is best for them? 

 What makes my child no longer qualified for a Center 
Program?  What supports will be in place to assist my 
child with the transition? 

 What standards is my child held to when included in 
general curriculum? 

 How can a center-based program be the least 
restrictive environment? 

 What does inclusion look like for my child?  What 
supports can be put in place to help my child 
succeed? 

Advocacy and Resources 
 What do I do if I have concerns about my child’s 

progress? 

 Difference in structure of support (i.e. case 
workers) between middle and elementary school. 

 What special training is given to teachers to 
understand special needs? 

 Different guides/books for elementary, middle, and 
high school. 

 Who can I contact if school personnel (including 
principal) are not helping me with getting my 
child’s education needs met? 

 How do you keep the District accountable for 
providing the proper accommodations/growth 
opportunity? 

 Improve communication through the transition 
process into high school. 

 Resource list provided to parents of Special Ed 
students. 

 Communicate to parents they are their child’s 
greatest advocate. 

 What resources are available at the high school 
level for autistic children? 

 What is the difference between a co-taught class 
and a lab class? 

 Bringing an advocate to the table opens doors!  If 
you can swing it, it is very worth it. 

 What does testing – school/MAS assessments/
state assessments/ PARCC/ National SAT/ look 
like for my child? 

 What do I do if I feel Jeffco School system is not 
acting in my child’s interests? 

 Why are staffing adjustments done in January 
when numbers are known in November and 
December? 

 What outside resources are available with current 
contact info? 

 How can I learn the language of Special 
Education? 

 How/where do I go to ask for help? 

 What if I disagree about what is right for my child? 

 What if I do not agree with my child’s staffing 
situation—para match, para ratio, program? 

 I want to know how you go about knowing more 
about resolution. 

 How and who do I ask questions or seek 
explanations about decisions or parts of his/her 
IEP?  Who is the chain of command and who do 
you start with? 

Early intervention / Pre School / Child Find 
 Resource guide must define key terms.  Who are all 

these professionals that work with my child?  How do 
parents advocate for push-in instead of pull out? 

 What training and qualifications do para professionals 
have?  What on-going training / PD is provided for 
paras? 

 Community centered boards are not easy to locate as 
a first step.  How can we make that known? 

 When does the District decide where my child will go 
to kindergarten? 

 I have a three year old that needs S/L service.  What 
should I do? 

Other 
 What should I expect when transitioning to high school 

or middle school? 

 How is the female’s reproduction issues addressed 
(periods)?  Is there help with this issue at school and, 
if so, what are the protocols? 

 How do the para’s at school work? What do they do? 
How many per kiddo? Will there be para’s with our 
challenged high school kiddos? 

 Address shift from Special Education instructors in 
elementary school to general education inclusion in 
middle school as perceived driver of education in 
classroom (reduction of pull-outs). 

 



 

What are the big themes you notice? 

 

 

What surprised you the most? Why? 

 

 

What does administration need to hear and address 
now? 
 

 

SEAC Note Catcher 
October 24, 2017 

Thank you for  

coming tonight! 
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